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2 c. t*- ^ 
CHOWILLA. ' 
' ' ' SSMS 
Before the l a s t State, e l e c t i o n s , the Premier in 
l a r g e advertisements taken i n the newspapers of t h i s S t a t e 
and in radio advertisements f o r h is Par ty made an unequivocal 
promise t h a t h is Government would build the Chowilla Dam. 
This was No. 1 i n h i s programme f o r , as he put i t , " g e t t i n g 
South A u s t r a l i a moving". Well we haven' t seen much 
movement and as f a r as Chowilla i s concerned i t appears 
unlikely t h a t we w i l l see any. 
The South Austral ian Commissioner t o the River 
Murray Commission had been i n s t r u c t e d by the Labor Government 
tha t he was not t o accept any f u r t h e r deferment of dec is ion 
about Chowilla, was t o c r e a t e a dispute t o go t o a r b i t r a t i o n 
and t h a t South A u s t r a l i a should press l e g a l r i g h t s t o the f u l l 
a t t h a t s t a g e . 
The meeting of the River Murray Commission was due 
to take place j u s t a f t e r ' t h e Labor Government was forced t o 
r e s i g n . The: new Government, despite i t s promises r e l a t i n g 
t o Chowilla, countermanded our i n s t r u c t i o n s to the Commissioner, 
allowed f o r deferment of the decis ion abat Chowilla and did not 
go t o a r b i t r a t i o n . 
To South A u s t r a l i a n s , the Government r a t t l e d the 
sabre about i t s a t t i t u d e . t o the Federal Government about 
Chowilla and when the Minister f o r National Development spoke 
up the Premier was very q u i e t . Despite the f a c t t h a t i t was 
announced t h a t two Ministers would accompany our Commissioner 
t o the c r u c i a l meeting of the Commission i n A p r i l , no Minister 
went to the Commission meeting and eventually a f t e r a s e r i e s 
of statements promising a c t i o n , we had a v i s i t from the Minister 
; of, National Development. Numbers of you w i l l have seen the 
interview which the Press had with him on t e l e v i s i o n . He did 
a l l the t a l k i n g . The Premier was s i t t i n g alongside and said 
nothing. The Minister f o r National Development has long 
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been an opponent of the Chowilla Dam proposal . Now he has 
obtained from the Snowy Mountains Authority a recommendation 
t h a t the next major s torage on the River Murray be not a t 
Chowilla but at, Dartmouth in Eastern V i c t o r i a , s i x water 
weeks away f£om South ,Austra l ia . The Premier has , of course , 
expressed disagreement with t h i s proposi t ion , but what i s he 
doing about i t and what of that unequivocal promise made 
without any condition ivfcat soever as t o the a t t i t u d e s of other 
Governments tha t he would build the Chowilla Dam? Well I 
think t h a t t h a t i s the l a s t we are going t o hear about t h a t 
promise from t h i s p a r t i c u l a r Government. 
The Government has not been prepared t o press South 
A u s t r a l i a ' s l e g a l r i g h t s t o the f u l l and in consequence South 
A u s t r a l i a i s not: going t o get the only s torage f a c i l i t y which 
could ensure the quantity and quali ty of water which South 
A u s t r a l i a needs f o r i t s foreseeable commitments. This i s .a 
d isas t rous s i t u a t i o n f o r us and a grave blow t o future 
i n d u s t r i a l development. I hope t h a t the p r o j e c t can be 
salvaged but i f i t i s going t o be salvaged i t w i l l need 
something more from the Premier than p o l i t e s i l e n c e while the 
Minister f o r National Development i s knocking our welfare on 
the head. 
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